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THE OPERATIONS OF THE 3D RANGER INFANTRY BATTALICN
IN THE LANDING3 AT LICATA AND SUBSEQUENT ATTACK
ON PORTO EMPEDOCLE, 10-17 JULY 1943
(SICILIAN CAMPAIGN)

(Personal Experience of a Company Commander)

ORIENTATION

INTRODUCTION

This monograph covers the operations éf the 3d Ranger Infan-
try Battalion in the landings and subsequent capture of PORTO
EMPEDOCLE, SICILY, 10-~17 July 1943, |

For orlentation purposes we shall review briefly the Allied
accomplishments in the MEDITERRANEAN area since the Battle of EL
ALAMEIN in October 1942,

The first major Allied effort in all arms in the European
Theater of QOperations, since the British disaster at DUNRKERQUE,
cleared the southern shore of the MEDITERRANEAN SEA of all Axis
resistance. Timed with the British offensive at EL ALAMEIN in
late QOctober, British and American forces successfully invaded
FRENCH NORTH AFRICA in November 1942. This double barreled action
forced the Axis to fight a losing battle in the barren wastes of
TUNISIA., In May 1943 the battle of TUNISIA ended in the destrué-
tion of fifteen enemy divisions and largé quantities of equlpment.
(1)

Possession of NORTH AFRICA gave the Allies naval and air
bases from which tb cover shipping In the MEDITERRANEAN. This
situation, however, was only second best. The island of SICILY
stood as a tremendous aircraft carrier and submarine tender directly
.1n the path of Allied shipping. With this threat in mind, the

desirability of fighter cover for our bombers operating over the

(1) A-3, p. 180-192




rich oil fields and refineries of the BALKANS, and the need for
a stepping stone to the Italian malnlend plenning was inltiated
“early in 1943 for "Operation Husky". (2)

The need for air bases tQ provide fighter cover for the
operation was filled with the fall of the Isliands of FANTELLERIA
‘and LAMPEDUSA early in June 1943. (3)

THE GENERAL SITUATION

Troops taking part in this operation were to comprise the
Allied 15th Army Group under General Sir Harol& Alsxander.
Specifically, this force was to consist of the U.S. 7th Army under
Lieutenant Genersl George S. Patton, Jr. and the British 8th
Army under General Bernard Montgomery. The sssault force was to
be mounted from the UNITED STATES, THE UNITED KINGDOM, NCRTH
AFRICA, and the MIDDLE EAST. The invasion would consist of an
amphiblous-alrborne assault on both the south and east Coast in
the southeast portion of the island with the 7th Army on the
‘left. (See Map &) (4)

The 7th Army'plan provided for an amphiblious-airborne assault
on the gouthern coast from POZZALO, exclusive, west to the
vicinity of LICATA. (See Map A)

Task force organization of the principal assault elements

was as fpllows:
Joss Force
od Infantry Division
Combat Command A, 2nd Armored Division

3d Ranger Battalion

(2) A-9, p. 3
(3) A-9, p. 1 '
(4) A-9, Map 2



Shark Force (II Corps)
Dime Force
1lst infantry Division (-18th Infantry Regiment)
lst Rangsr Battallon
4th Ranger Battalion
Cent Force
45th Infantry Division
7534 Medlium Tank Battalion
Parachute Task Force (Wolf Force)
505th Parachute RCT
3d Battalion, 504 Parachute Infantry Regiment (5)
Joas Force would land at H Hour on D Day in the vielnity
of LICATA, capture and secure the port and airfleld, extend the
beachhead, protect the left flank, and contact Shark Force. (6)
Shark Force would land at H Hour on D Day with Dime and
Cent forces abreast in the GELA-SAMPIERI area, capture and
secure airfields at PONTE OLIVO and CAMISO, and the alr landing
field north of BISCARI, contact Joss Force, extend the beach-
head, and gain contact with the British on the right. (7)
Parachute Task Force would drop on the night of D-1-D Day
in the vicinity of PONTE OLIVO, and assist Dime Force in the
landing and the capture of the airfleld in the viecinity of PONTE
QOLIVQ., This force was to become_attached to Shark Force upon
establishing contact with Dime Force after H Hour. (8)
Logistlical support for the operation was deemed fagorable.

Supplies of all types were avallaeble in sufficient quilijy for

(5) A-1, part I, p. d-8
(6) A-1, part I, p. a=7
(7) A-1, part I, p. d

(8) &-1, part I, p. d=7



combat loading. (9) Resupply depended upon proper unlosading
facilities. (10)

| The baach;s in the vicinity of LICATA were flanked by
¢liffs and hills risinz sharply from the sea. The area in thg
vicinity of LICATA to a depth of approximately six miles con-
sisted mainly of low rolling hills. Beyond this, however, the
terrain was broken by hills ranging as high as 1600 feet., Small
creek beds, usually dry at this time of year, ran through deep,
rocky ravines. ({(11l) Weather on the island was extremely hot
with 1little or no rainfall at this time of year.

The LICATA area was being defended by elements of the 207th
Coastal Division (Italian). (12) There were small German units
stationed at stragetic points in the area. A coastal division,
with an sverage strength of 12,000, 1s designed for initial
defense of the coast line in reasonable depth. There is
insufficient trensportation, however, to effect movement to a
threatened area. The resultant scattered defenses can only delay
opposing forces until a mobile resserve can counterattack. {13)

Just prior to this operation the 3d Ranger Battalion had
completed a rigid eight weeks training program. Recelving its
cadre and troops early in May, the battalion had undergone
training in the ATLAS MOUNTAINS around NEMOURS, ALGZRIA and in
the coaatal area of BIZERTE, TUNISIA. The cadre, obtained from
the 1st Ranger Battalion, consisted of veterans of.the Tunlsian

campalgn. Some of the men had participated in the DIEPPE raid.

(9) 4-1, part I, p. a-10
(10) A-1, part I, p. a-8
(11) A-7, p. 53

(12) A-1, part I, p. a~5
(13) A-1, part II, p. C-15




The battalion was in excellent condition. The enemy had recently
suffered a decisive defeat in TUNISIA. The Italian units were
not first line troops and contained a great number of untrained
replacements. (14) The politically unstable situation in
ITALY, at this time, had a marked ill effect on the mprale of

aven the first line troopa. (15) The German, on the other

hand, could be expectsd to account for himselr very well in
battle, In comparing the combat efficiency of the opposing

forces it may be sald that the Rangers were far superior to

the Italians and slightly superior to ths German units, (16}

Beach defenses in the area were somewhat elaborate. Aerial
photograph interpretation revealsd wide bﬁnds of wire and pill-
boxes located for water line defense. The beaches were known to
be mined with both anti-personnel and anti-tank mines. Trenches
and gun emplacements were detected in the rolling hiils in rear
of the beaches, (17)

DISPOSITIONS AND PLANS OF JO33 FORCE (See Map B)

Jogs Force, of which the 3d Ranger Battalion was a member,
was assemblsed in TUNISIA during June 1943, (18) During the
first week in July the force loaded squipment, troops, and
supplles.

The force plan provided for four_landingslin the vicinity
of LICATA. (See Map B) Beaches were labeled RED, GREEN, YELLOW

and BLUE for refersnce.

(14) A-1, part II, p. C=15
(15) Statement of Captain Tlan A. Malettl, then stationed in Sicily
with the Italian Army, in January 1950.

-~ (16) Personal knowledge

(17) Personal kmowledge
(18) A-5, p. 7



The 7th Infantry Regiment of the 34 Divlision would land on
BEACH RED about five miles west of LICATA, move inland spproxi-
mately three miles and secure: the northwest portion of the beachhead
from the SALSO RIVER west and south to the sea.

The 3d Ranger Battalion, followed by the 24 Battalion, 15th-
Infantry Reglment of the 3d Division, would land on BEACH GREEN
about three mlles west of LICATA, move sastward through the MOUNT
SOLE hill mass and attack LICATA from the west,

The 15th Infantry, minus the 2d Battalion, would land on
BEACH YELLOW about two miles east of LICATA, move inland and
attack LICATA from the east and north.

The 30th Infantry Regiment of the 34 Division would land on
BEACH BLUE about five mliles east of LICATA, move inland three to five
miles and securs the northeast portion of the beschhead from the
SALSO RIVER east and south to the sea.

THE BATTALION SITUATICON

The 3d Ranger Battalion, when advised of its part in the
coming operation, was in bivouac in the olive groves five miles'
south of FERRYVILLE, TUNISIA. In the early days of planning the
company_officers and battalion staff spent many hours in the
evening, after the day's traiﬁing,'studying photographs of the
beach aresa.

GREEN BEACH was dividedqinto two small beaches each approxie
mately ninety degrees to the other. (See Map C) It was flanked
on the left by MOUNT POLISCIA rising to 365 feet within 300 yards
of the water's edge and on the right by cliffs rising to over
100 feets 1In the center was a rocky mass, known as ROCCA
MOLLARELLA, rising 82 feet out of the sea. This rocky maés was

comnected to the mainland by a low sandy isthmus thus forming



the two smaller beaches. (19)

The terrain immesdiately in rear of the beach formed &
.natural besin, about 1200 yards in diemeter, with an openling
about 300 yards wide tc the northwest. A small stream flowed
through this opening, southeast across the basin and into the
sea on the sextreme right of the beachs. The center of this area
was comparatively level with very little vegetation. (20)

Upon analysis of the natural defenses of the beach a common
sense plan for fortification of the area was developsd. .Only a
limited number of the expected gun positions could be detected
on the aerial photographs. Using the tactical wire, which was
very much in evidence, as s gulde, this hypothetical plan was
developed and later proved to be accurste within a few feet of
the actual locations of the weapons.

ROCCA MOLLARELLA was the key to the defense of GREEN BEACH.
Tactical wire was so lald out as to isolate the rock from any
land approach. Concertina and double apron barbed wire fences
paralleled the water's edge at about 20 yards distance. Auto-
matic weapons and small caliber cannon could easily be placed on
the reverse slope of the prominence fifing along ths wire and
acrosg the narrow channels approaching fhe beaches. Weapons so
placed would be comparatively safe from naval bombardment. (21)

This analysis bfought about renewed eﬁphasis of training
in the technigue of reducing fortified positions. The weapons
employed were only those that ﬁould be available during the first

few moments on the beach. These assault techniques were built

(19) A-1, part II, p. C=27
(20) A-1, part II, p. C-27
(21) Personal knowledge




around the 2.36 Inch rocket launcher and the automatic rifle,
They later proved sound. (22)

Cn 4 July 1943 the battalion boarded thelr ships, the
British Landing Ships Infantry (LS$Is) Princess Astrid and

Princess Charlotte, in FERRYVILLE LAKE, TUNISIA. The British

LSI 1s a sleek, fast ship in a class all its own. It mounts-
seven Landing Craft Assault (LCAs), with a capacity of thirty-
five troops, and one Landing Craft Support (LCS) mounting twin
«5 inch machine guns in a turret. Both craft are armored, have
a low silhouette, and are capable of high speeds. (23)
Coordinated planning, initiated earlier with the crews of
the LCAs, left no doubt im the minds of all concerned of their
job and 1ts execution. Upon boarding ship, one had the feeling
that the team was now complets for the amphibious assault. It
was as if the crew members wors the Ranger patch.
THE BATTALION PLAN (24)

{See Map C)
(See Annex 1)

H Hour was set at 0300 on 10 July 1943.

The battalion would land with six companies abreast in
erder, left to right, A through F., Three companies, A, B, and
C, under the battalion commander, would land to the left of
ROCCA MOLLARELLA and three companies, D, E, and F, under the
battallon executive officer, would land to the right. The
command craft of each assault group would carry, in addition_to
command and staff persocnnel, a demolitions section from Head-

guarters Company. Two sections of fused bangalor torpede would

(22) Personal knowledge
(23) Personazl knowledge
(24) Personal knowledge
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be lashed to the gunwales bf every other c¢raft. The demolitions
ssction would breech the wire 1n the center of the beach and
put up lighted beach markers.

A Company would assault MOUNT POLISCIA to the left of the
beach, clear the snemy from this commanding ground, and take up
positions on the northwest slope defending the beach on the left.

B Company would breech the wire and move around the east
slopé of MCUNT POLISCIA, clear the enemy from the western portion
of the basin and occupy positions facing northwest 1200 yards
inland;

C Company, minus the 2d Platoon and mortar section, would
reduce the gun positions on ROCCA MOLLERELLA.

The 24 Platoon and mortar section of C Company would breech
the wire, move 400 yards into the basin, deploy and awalt orders
to aid in the reductlon of ROCCA MOLLERELLA. The mortars,
would be placed in position and laid on ROCCA MOLLERELLA with
range settings of 500 yards, to fire on call. 2

D Company would breech ths wire, clear the enemy from the
center of the basin, and take up positlomns to the right of B
Company on the first high ground to the north.

E and F Companies would asssult the high ground to the sast
of the basin, gain the two ridges running east, and clear the
enemy from the MOUNT SOLE hill mass.

The beach area thus secured, the 24 Battalion, 15th Infantry
would land at H plus 20 minutes, move into the basin, swing east

down the ridge lines passing through E and F Companies and capture
LICATA. (25)

(25) A-5, p. 9
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D-1 AT SEA, FINAL PREPARATIONS FOR THE LANDING (26)

On the morning of 9 July the usually calm MEDITERRANEAN was
lashed into a frenzy by high winds. A great number of personnel
became seasick.

Nevertheless, final preparations were accomplished. TUnit
commanders made last minute checks of planse. Equipment was
locaded Into the LCAs. and machine guns lashed to the gunwales,

At sbout 2000 the wind suddenly died. The ses settled into
long swells. At about 0100 the Astrid and Charlotte dropped
anchor off BEACH GREEN. The LCAs were promptly loaded and
lowered away. Somsldifficulty was encountered in clearing the
ship in the long-swells. At sbout 0215 the LCAs rendezvoused
and began to cirecle. Searchlights, mounted on the ¢liffs over
the beach, began sieeping the sea but expected shellfire did
not fall. At 0230 the craft began moving glowly toward the
beache At 0245 the marker destroyer was passed and the craft
swung into line. It was necessary to proceed slowly due to
the narrow channel'which spproached the tio beaches at about
45 degrees to the general shore line. Presently the dark
silhousette of ROCCA MOLLERELLA appearad.

NARRATION
THE L ANDING ON GREEN BEACH (Seé Map C)

At 0255 on 10 July 1943 the assault craft carrying the 3d
Ranger Battallon struck ths beach. (27) The surf, encouraged

(26) Personal kmowledge
(27) A=4, pa. 1
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by the long swell, lifted the LCAs  and sent them crashing inte
one another. Before the ramps were lowsred a machline gun in
position on ROCCA MOLLERELLA opened fire. It was high. A
machine gun on an LCA returned the fire. The enemy gun was
mcmentarily silenced. _

Troops moved rapidly from the LCAs end crossed the beach.
Arcbmpany bresched the wire at the base of MOUNT POLISCIA and
moved directly up‘the steep slopes. Meanwhile, two machine guns
and a 47 mm cannon opened fire from the slopes of ROCCA
MOLLERELLA. They concentrated their fire on the landing craft
grounded on the left beach. The British seamen sustained
humaroua casualtlies. At that moment the LCS from the Princess

Charlotte opened fire on the machine guns. One of the guns was

silenced. (28)

This action enabled B Company and the platoon and weapons
section of C Company to breech the wire and clear the beach.

D, E, and F Companies landed and quickly cleared the beach
while ths enemy concéntrated his efforts'on the left.

C Company, minus, cleared the LCA sand swung back into the
surf approaching ROCCA MOLLZRELLA under cover of the fire from
the LCS. Even though one machine gun was still firing, it was
in position so high on the slope that its fire was plunging into
the center of the béach over the heads of troops assaulting the
positions. With one section'firing from behind rocks out in the
surf, the other section climbed the barbed wire entanglements on

the rocky walls, galning access into the position of a 47 mm gun

(28} Personal knowledge
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which was in the process of being occupled by the enemy. Once
on the rock all positions were systematically reduced, (29)

A and B Companies accomplished their mlssion against only
slighﬁ, Isclated resistance. D Company moved through the basin
and cleared enemy mortar positions from bshind the high ground
to the north. (30)

E and F Companies,advancing to the east, encountered two
enemy'machine guns on the high ground 1500 yards east of the
beach. E Company quickly attacked along the ridge and reduced
these positions, sustaining one caaualty, wounded, who subse=-
quently died. Two men from Headquarters Company sustained
slight wounds from concussioﬁ grenades in thils action. (31)

At about 1000 the battalion moved sastward behind the 2d
Battalion, 15th Infantry to the high ground overlooking LICATA.
The Battallon Commander, with one company, entered LICATA at
about 1130, The rsmainder of the battalion followed three

hours later.,

IN DIVISION RESERVE AT LICATA AND SaN OiIVA (See Map B)

At 1500 the battallon was relieved from attachment to the
15th Infantry and reverted to division reserve with the mission
of guarding the port and other important installations in
LICATA. (32) The purpose of this mission was to allow the troops
to rest, reaupply and prepare for‘future commitment, Ironically,

however, the battalion sustained three times the casualtles

(29) Personal knowlsdge
(30) Personal knowledge
(31) A-4, p. 1
(32) A-5, p. 1l
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sustained in the landings during this fifteen hour mission,
(33) |

An enemy fighter bomber inflicted one wounded casualty as
it strafed and bombed the harbor area. Eight additional wounded
casualties were sustained by D Company when an anti-aircraft
shell from a US ship outslide the harbor landed In the doorway
¢f a building which they occupieds With this the battalion
was more than enxious for a combat mission. (34)

Early on the morning of 1l July the battalion was relieved
in LICATA and marched to a bivouac area south of SAN OLIVA
where tﬁey remained until the morning of 14 July. (35)

At 0600 on 14 July orders were received to move by foot
to CAMPOBELLO, then by truck to NARO, and again by foot to

occupy the high ground in the viecinity of hill 313, 1000 yards
east of FAVARA. (36)

THE MARCH TC FAVARA (See Map B)

At about 0800 the battalicn moved out on Highway 123,
arriving in CAMPOBELLO at sbout 2000. Entrucking shortly
thereafter the move was continued to NARO, arriving at 2330,

(37) No route having been designated, the battalion cammandef
selected the railroad between NARO and FAVARA as the route of
marchs The battalion signal ssction was to move by road to
FAVARA the next morning,

At sbout 2400 the battalion moved out in column of companies,
order of march; A through F, The advance guard was to be rotated

through the companies in the order of march as the need arose.

(33) A-4, pe 1
(34) A-4, D, 1
(35) A~5, p. 12
(36) A-4, Po 2
(37) Personal lmowledge
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About a mile and’a half from the objective, the battalion
ceme upon a tunnel, Realizing that in all probability, the
tunnel was mined, the battalion moved over the hill mass through
which it passed. In moving over this hill mass the battalion
lost about thirty minutes in the march schedule. If forced %o
fight for Hill 313 the battalion commander desired to attack
during darkness just befors dawn.

,The battalion arrived on the objective at 0530 on 15 July
without contacting the enemys At first light the town of
FAVARA could be seen across the valley. All was quiet. At
1000 the batt#lion commander, with one company, entered FAVARA.
It was found that a radio patrol from the battalion signal
section had entered FAVARA at about 0530, Patrola moving to
the south contacted the 7th Infantry at 1230+ The rsmainder
of the battalion moved into an asssembly area on the eastern
edge of the town at 1300, (38)

THE CAPTURE OF MONTAPERTO (See Map D)

The Commanding General, 3d Division, was informed that a
major effort was not desirable in the AGRIGENTO area. Howsver,
& reconnaissance in force, not involving a major commitment,
would meet wilth no objectiona '(59)

At 1730 the battalion was notified of its attachment to
the 7th Infantry. The 7th Infantry'was-given the mission of a
reconnaissance in force in the AGRIGENTO area. The Rangers
were ordered to move down HIGHWAY 122 toward AGRIGENTO, bypass
AGRIGENTO and capture MONTAPERTO, swing south, and capture
PORTO EMPEDOCLE. (See Msp D)

(58) A-4, Pe 2
(39) A-1, part II, p. D-6
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At 1900 on 15 July the battalion assembled west of FAVARA
end moved out in column of companies, order of mgrch; A, D, G,
B, E, F, About three miles west of FAVARA the battallon came
under poorly directed hostile artillsry fire. No casualties
were sustalned. Movement was slow allowing the scouts the
opportunity to reconnolter the areas adjascent to the road.

Upon crossing a deep ravine about four and one-half miles west
of FAVARA, where a bridge was blown, 1t became apparsent that no
armored support would be avallable from that point on.

At 0030 the scouts encountered g road block north of
AGRIGENTO and east of the junction of HIGHWAYS 122 and 118 running
north from AGRIGENTO. (See Map D) This road block was defended
by a small caliber cannon amd a machine gun only thirty yards
from the road block and on each side of the road. Entrenched
riflemen opened fire from high ground to the right of the
road. (40) (See Map D)

A Company deployed astride the road and advanced on the gun
positions reducing them with grenades and sﬁall arms fire,

b Company deployed along the road and attacked the high ground,
moving swiftly across an open area to the right of the road
toward the positions marked by rifle flashes., Holding their fire
until directly in front of the enemy, a tremendous volume of
automatic rifle and rifle fire gquickly reduced the position,

C Company deployed beshind D Company sand méving up and thréugh

D Company occupied the top of the hill in positions facing the
junction of HIGHWAYS 122 and 118.

(40) 3'4’ Pe 2

17



All resistance was overcome by 0130 and the battalion took
up positioﬁs‘on the high ground to the north of the road Junctloen.
The 165 Itallan priscmners, captured in this actlion, were dis-
patched under guard to FAVARA and turned over to the "th Infantry.
(41}

The battalion occupled these positions until 0600 when it
moved down the west slope of the hill toward MONTAPERTO and the
‘high ground 1800 yards to the west.

About 200 yards down the slope the column was brought under
artillery time fire. The bursts, though directly over the column,
were too high for effectiveness. (42) No casualties were sus-
tained, |

As the head of the column, passing through a culvert under
HIGHWAY 118, reached a point about 200 yards west of the road,
an enemy motor column consisting of ten motorcycles (tricycle
type) and two trucks loaded with trocops appeared sround a bepd
in the road 500 yards to the south., The vehicles were in close
column with no security to the front. The majority of the
battalion was still on the slope overlooking the rosd. The men
gquickly took cover among the rocks. The column was allowed to
reach a point directly in front of the 8lope before it was fired
upon. About four companiss opensd fire Slmultaneously. The
vehicles went out of control and careened off the road. A great
number of ‘the enemy personnel were killed. The remainder, sbout

forty in number, were captured, (43)

(41) A'4, Pe 2
(42) A"4, Pe 2
(43) A-4, p. 2
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The column continued its march and entered MONTAPERTO, a
small community perched on a high hill overlooking a broad valley
to the south. As the compasnies marched intc the small town
square they were éuickly ordered into positions along the southern
edge of the town overlooking the valley. Upon arrival at their
positions no further orders were necessary,

In the valley below were four batteries of ensemy medium
artlllery. The mortar ssctions of all companies quickly took the
enemy under fire. Automatic rifles and rifles s engaged the gun
crews at their positions. Within ten minutes it was all over.
Amnunition burned around the position and a great number of the

remaining enemy came up the steep slom s with their hands UPe

Some escaped to the south, (44)

C COMPANY IN THE ATTACK ON MASS a GRAMAGLIA (45)
(See Map D)

South of MONTAPERTO across the broad valley was MASS a

GRAMAGLIA a long, high hill, surmounted by sheer cliffs averaging
100 feet in height. This hi1l fell sharply off to the west
forming another valley running generally south. Atop the highést
peint on this hill a number of bulldings, some tents and what
appeared to be a permanent radio antenna, could be seeﬂ. Thls
Installation was believed to be a coastal defense control station,

- The battalion commander ordered C Company to capture the
control station, move over the south slope into the valley beyond
and contact the remainder of the battalion. The battalion, minus,
would move around the west slope of the hill into the valley

approaching PORTO EMPEDOCLE. Tt was ‘decided to leave no troops
in MONTAPERTO.

(44) A—4:, D. 2
(45) Personal knowledge
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At 1000 C Company moved down the slope toward MASS a
GRAMAGLIA., The battalion, minus, moved off to the right at.
sbout 1015. F Company was providing the advance guard. (46)

The only access to the top of the cliffs from the north was
determined to be somewhere in the vicinlty of a point where three
pathas converged at the base of the c¢liffs. C Company mortars
were placed 1n position iIn the broad valley with orders to lay on
the built up area and fire on call,

In moving up the slops, which was covered only by & two %o
four Iinch wheat stubble, the company was deployed with two pla-
toons abreast, each platoon with both sections abreast, ten
yarda between men.

As C Company reached a point sbout 300 yards from the foot
of the cliffs a soldier could be seen standing on the edge of the
cliff waving his arms and shouting. An Italiﬁn-American member
of the company informed the company commander that the man was
saying, "Turn back or we fire." The battalion commander was
advised df the threat and the march continued. The figure
disappeared,

The area for 100 yards around the base of the cliff was
covered with large boulders four to six feet in diameter. Upcn
reaching this area the company halted and took cover, At the
point where the three paths converged an opsning could be seen
in the face of the c¢liffs. All was quiet,

The company commender with one section moved into the opening.

Inside was a tunnel with a stairway hewn in the rock leading to

(46) Personal kmowledge




the top of the cliff. The houses and tents, when viewed from
the exit of the tunnel, appeared deserted. There was a low
wall about fifteen yards from the exit which when galned would
offer sufficient cover from the fronts The sectlon in the
tunnel fixed bayonets. A runner waé dispatched to the base of
the cliffs with orders for the remainder of the company to fix
bayonets and move quickly into the tunnel,

The Rangers fushed out of the tunnel and ran for the low
wall screaming at the top of their voices. Before the first
section was completely out of the tunﬁel the enemy came tumbling
out of windows and foxholes with their hands up. A8 the area
was being cleared a sniper fired at one of the automatic rifle-
men and was promptly killed.

Approximately twenty‘officers and sixteen snlisted men ware
captured in this installation. Upon questioning the senior
officer, a colonel, among the prisoners it was found that this
installation was the command group for the aresa defense zone of
AGRIGENTQ, (47) It was also ascertained that three men with a
machine gun had escaped down the southern slope of the hill.

An attempt was made to contact the remainder of the battalion.
Before this could be accomplished they were fired upon.

A platoon of F Company deployed and attacked the machine
gun. When about 400 yards from the position the prlatoon leader
wes killed. When the platoon ceme within assault distance of
the position the crew surrendered, (48) |

C Company joined the battalion on the south slope of MASS a
GRAMAGLIA about 2000 yards north of PORTO EMPEDOCLE at about

1400. Preparation began for the attack on ths towne.
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THE ATTACK ON PORTQ EMPEDOCLE (See Map D)

The town of PORTO EMPEDOCLE was situsted on a series of
high ¢liffs and hills overlooking the sea. The toun was divided,
topographically, by a deep ravine perpendicular to the beach.

The battalion plan was to attack with six companies
abreast t49) with both platoons of each compﬁny abreasts A, B
and ¢ Companies, under the battalion commandsr, would attack in
the area east of the ravine with D, E, and F Companles under
the battalion execuﬁive officer west of the ravine, The mortar
sectlions of each group were to take up positions in battery 600
yards north of the towne The prisoners of war were to follow
the battalion by 500 yards and remain in the viéinity of the
mortar positions.

At 1420 the battallon moved out in two columns astride the
ravine. (50) Both columns deployed about 600 yards north of
the town and attacked,

Group one, under the battalion commander, encountered only
slight resistance as it moved through the edge of the towne (51)
A machine gun opened fire on A Company, inflicting no casualties,
It was promptly reduced. C Company captured a machine gun crew
in the process of placing their weapon in action.

On reaching the main street which ran along the high cliffs
overlooking the beach C Company found numerous unﬁccupied anti-
alrecraft positions and a plllbox placed to fire on the besach
below, The pillbox was reduced by shooting off the door which

was below the ground and made of wood. Its'! three occupants

were captured.

(49) A-4, Po 2
(50) A—4, Pe 2
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D, E, and P Companies, under the battalion executive
.officer, encountsred more determined resistance. Approaching
the northwest'edge of the town thej ware brought under fire‘by
small arms and anti-sircraft weapons 1ln and around a walled
cemetery., Attacking immedistely E Company trapped most of the
enemy in the cemetery and captured them. A few escaped to
buildings in the town., About forty minutes were spent clearing
the buildings with grenades and small arms fire,

At 1600 all resliatance cessed in PORTO EMPEDOCLE. B, C,

D, and E Companies formed a perimeter defense on the edge of
tomm consisting mainly of enemy machine guns found in the area.
A Company constructed a makeshift Prisoner of War enclosure for
the 766 priscners, 675 Italians and 91 Germans, taken during
the day. (52)

At about 1800 an American seaplsne was sighted. The plane
approached from the sea and began circling the town. The
natural assumption was that the plane would spot the battalion
and report our location, having been out of contact with higher
headquarters for about twenty-four hours. This agsumption, how-
ever, was eliminated shortly by a salvo of naval shell fire
which landed about 50 yards from C Company's position, Fortunately
the shells landed in a draw and there were no casualties,

A determined effort was then made to establish identity with
the plane, Another salvo landed about 400 yards further inland
before the plane turned and flew out to sea. Shortly thereafter
1t returned accompanisd by another plane and flying a sheet from
the wing strut. Landing just outside the harbor it moved cautiocusly

around the Jjetty and into the harbor, The battalion commander

met the pilect on the jetty.

(52) A-4, p. 3
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Arrangements were made to transport the battalion commander
to the crulser Philadelphla, lying off shore, and communicate the
capture of PCRTO EMPEDOCLE to the commanding general 3d Division.
(83)

The only radio in the battalion capable of communication with
higher heasdquarters was with the radio patroi'from the battalion
signal sectlion. In the company of elements of the 3d Recon-
naissance Troop, 3d Infantry Division the patrol was overtaken
at a blown bridge two miles south of AGRIGENTO by four Itallan
light tanks. The communication sergeant thrust a grenade through
a port of the lead tank and it plunged down an embankment.

Two other tank crews were captured at daylight., (54)

The battalion occupled PORTO EMPEDOCLE until 1800 hours
1?7 July when ordered by the 7th Infantry intc bivouac in the
vicinity of MONTAPERTO. (55)

In summarizing the actlon of the battalion in relation to
the operations of the 34 Division, the foilowing was accomplished:
The 2d Battalion 15th Infantry following the battalion in the
landings wes completely unopposed enabling them to move quickly
to LICATA and secure the harbor facilitiss vital to combat as
well as logistical support. The march to FAVARA, though
unopposed, aided comnslderably in determining the extent of enemy
defenses in the AGRIGENTO section. This city was an important
communlcation center and it was suspected of being strongly
fortified, When attached to the 7th Infantry and assigned their

part in the recomnalssance in force of the AGRIGENTO ares the

(53) A-4, p. 3
(54) A-4, p. 3
(55) A-4, p. 3
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Rangers came intoc their own. This was the type misslon for whilch
they were designed. Moving through terrain not conduéive to
vehicle operation, attacking isolated installations with surprise
as their principal weapon the outer defenses of the AGRIGENTO
fortress were deatroyed and 1ts supporting artillery considerably
reduced. These operatlions aided greatly iIn the capture of
AGRIGENTC and 6000 prisoners by the 7th Infantry.

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

1. COORDINATION IN PLANNING WITH THE NAVY

If coordination of combined operations was difficult in the
Sicilian campaign'it was not felt on the assault craft landing
troops level in the 3d Ranger Battalion. American troops and

- British seamen combined their efforts to land the battalion on
the prescribed beach at the prescribed time. Good seamanship
played the all important part once the troops were loaded into
the craft. Too often, however, all advantage is not taken of the
abilities of either aservice. As soon‘as possible after the
tenative battalion plan was conceilved the assault craft groups
of the L3I3¥ were contacted for further planning. With each
side fully aware of the plans of the other, adjustments were made
to assure success.

In rough seas on a moonless night in narrow approasches to
the beach the battalion was landed on the proper beach within
five minutes of H Hour. The effect of all elements landing

simulteneously with almost complete surprise was apm rent.

2e ENEMY WEAPONS WERE NOT PLACED TO TAKE MAXIMUM ADVANTAGE OF
THEIR CAPABILITIES

The machine guns on ROCCA MOLLARELLA were mounted too high

on the slopes of the rock. So mounted they were unable to lay
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grazing fire along the well constructed tactical wire-on the baach..

Elements of C Compeny attacking ROCCA MCLLARELLA were able
to move under the fire to the base of the rock and then to
systematically reduce the positions.

The heavy weapons defending the road block north of AGRIGENTO
were too close to the road block. During poor viasibllity and
darkness the troops encountering the road block were within hand
grenade range of these defending weapons. Riflemen defending
the block were in such a position s to be unable to protect the
heavy weapons, Had the road block been secured at night with
listening posts near the block snd the defending weapons
positioned 200 to 400 yards from the block and protected by
riflemen the position could not have been so easlly reduced.

Se IMPROPER DISPOSITION OF TROOPS IN LICATA

Shortly after entering LICATA approximately aighty per cent
of the battalion was assemblsd in the harbor area. The harbor
had been under air attack periodically since the first U.S.
ship docked earlier in the daye For this reason no civilisns
were in the harbor ares and only & few men would have been required
to guard the installations therein,

One casualty was sustained by straffing enemy alrcraft and
elght by an antizircraft shell from a friendly ship. Had the
battalion been dispersed and only the required number of
pPersonnel used in the area this may have' been averted.

4, THE ENEMY DISREGARDED THE FUNDAMENTALS OF SECURITY

The enemy eonvoy which was ambushed on HIGHWAY 118 was in
route column., No securlty was provided tec the front and f{lanks,

The situation was fluid. There were no solid lines of contact

26



with opposing forces. As happened, troops could easily slip
through the scattered defenses and ambush the column.

Had the enemy provided himself with only the minimum of
security by observing the area adjacent to the road and spacing
vehicles at greater distsnces the smbush could not have been so
effsctive. The result of his disregard for security measures
wag his complete destruction.

5. C COMPANY'S "BOLD" ATTACK ON MASS a GRAMAGLIA

Ead a determined enemy been in position on the cliffs atop
MASS a GRAMAGLIA C Company would in all probability been wiped
out. The slope of the hill from its base in the velley to
within 100 yards of the c¢liffs was open wheat fields covered by
only a two to four inch stubble. Though deployed in an open
skirmlish lins riflemen in position on the cliffs could havse
delivered extremely effective fire on the company,

Had the company commander made even a superficial map
reconhaiésance he woulid have noticed that there were no cliffs
on the eastern edge of the plateau. An attack from this
direction would have enabled the company to take advantage of
concealment in scattered woods and orchards to within 400 yards
of the positlions. Had C Company failed to accomplish its
mission the remainder of the battalion could have been brought
under extremely effective fire from the heights of MASS a GRAMAGLIA.
6. INADEQUATE COMMUNICATION TO HIGHER HEADQUARTERS

From 1800 on 15 July until 2000 16 July during the operations
against MONTAPERTO and PORTO EMPEDOCLE the Rangers had no cormmuni-
cations to higher headquarters. It is not known, due to the

terrain, whether & portable radio would have solved thls problem.
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Howsver, if the battalion had been in contact with the 7th
Infentry operating east and north of AGRIGENTO it 1s felt that
the fall of AGRIGENTO would have been hastenad.

Whether the absence. of communications was due to lnadequate
planning or the unability to procure the proper radlo sets 1s
not known. The fact that they would have alded the operations
if operative 1s obvious,

Te THE DETRIMENTAL EFFECT QOF THIS OPERATION ON THE COMBAT

EFFECTIVENESS OF THS BATTALION

During this operatlion the absence of determined resistance
on the part of the enémy, gave the majority of the battalion an
erroneous concept of combat. Thls concept could have been
largely eliminated during the short pause following this opera-
tion through propser orientation on the part of the leaders and
the éxperienéed cadre.

This attitude had no 111 effect on this operation unless
1£ was Instrumental in causing the company commender of ¢ Company
‘to act without a proper estimate. Later, however, when deter-
Imined resistance was encountered there was a reaction of surprise
that such could happen. Though not having a marked ill effect
on the battalion there was an urnecessary period of read justment.

LESSONS

le In combined operation both services must coordinate on
the small unit level In preparing a combined estimate and plan
tc the extent that ne single detall is left for assumptiocn,

2¢ In the defense, weapons must be so located as to taks
adventage of all natural md artificiel obstacles and be capaeble
6% firing along fixedilanes at times of darkness or poor visibility
to destroy the- enemy while he is momentarily delayed.
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5« When enemy aircraft are active or are expected to bse |
active tﬁgipéssive m;asﬁre of dispersal of troops must be effected.
4. Kdequate security measures are the only defense
against the disastrous effect of surpriss.
5. Regardiess of* the sltuation, a commander should make as

ey n o

thorough an estimate of the situation as time allows in arriving
zgm;mﬁigg'.,.. S
6. Adequate communication 1s especially essential to a
force ;nfiitrating through the linss and operating in ggﬂsﬁnétion
with another force in the attack.
7. The individual soldier must be trained to expect the
enemy to fight wilth gll the means available and that ingenuity

must be combined with an aggressive spirit to defeat him.
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